FROM

FROM 1PAM ClLSFF

TR 1

(FRIZ2 192467998 11145992, 190-16 NO

THE BOSTON GLOBY & FRIDAY, OCTOREN 16, 1902

Obituaries

Dr. Kimball C. Atwood 3d, 71;
Woods Hole research biologist

Dr. Kimbull C. Atwood 3d, g phy-
sician and rescarch blologisl wt the
Wouds Hole Marine Biology Labora.
tory, dicd of pancriutic canoer Tues-
day at his home I Woods Hole, He
wux 71,

He was born in New York and

adunted from the Lincoln School
n 1838, He graduated from Clolum-
Ws Univeruity in 1942 and reecived
hls medics) degree from the New
York Univoraity college of medicine
§n 1846, e sorved an internahip st

+ Bellavue Hespltal,

By 1848, Dr. Atwood bad begun

to concentrete on rescarch In genet-

ics, which would bocome a lifelong
pursuit. He and two collaborators
would soon demonatrate that there
was “poriodie selocton” fn basteris
populstion and that this was the un-
derlying principle of bacterial popu-
Iation dynamics. 1t was the firat lab.
orstory confirmation of Charles Dur-
win's theory that acloction underlies
the process of evolution.

From 1850 to 1958, he was senlor
Mologlat st the Oak 1idge National
Laboratory in Oak Ridge, Tenn,
where be sxaminmd the effecta of nu-
clear radistion on genetic material,
He conducted experiments at
ground zero, the wite of detonation,
of three sbove-ground nucloar osts
at Yucea Flsta, Nev. Those axperi-

‘ments enablod him to predict what

further rasaarch would Bind, auch as
the insight that gence enceded non-

protein compounds, and thal cells.

must have & checking and repalr sys-
tem to kaep spontangous mulation
rates low.

br. Alwood wend ¢n to teach hu-
man gunatics at tho Univenity of
Chicago for two yeurs and then be
came hedd of the microblology de-
riment 8l the Univorsity of Ilinols
in Urbana. While there, he collabor-
ated with two other sdentinte in
ground-bresking work on nuelele
weid hybridieation technology, which
would comme o play 8 cruclal role In
today’s molecular genetics and bio-

tachnology
In 196, Dr. Atwoud juined Co-

lurabin's cotlege of phyriciane and
surgeons ak profeasor of human ge-

nelies and development. Miz work
there produced severs) papers on
the nuwher and location of riboso
ma! ribonudleie acid. or RNA, genea
in variots primates.

ANer retiring W Woods Hole in
1987, Dr. Atwood continued his work
sl the Marine Biology Laboratory.
He had been lecturing and research-
“‘95 ;here almost every summer since
1849,

He publishod 75 selantific papers
and belunged to several petentifie or-
ganizations. In 196H, with a Quggen-
heim Fellowahip, Dr. Atwood went
to study at the Centre Nationa! des
Recherches Sclentifiquen in Gif-sur-
Yvetle, France. He mada it @ polnt
10 learn French ao he might deliver
all his Jaitures in French.

Dr. Atwood also was Diologieal
consultent {0 the National Aeronay.
ties and Space Administration,

In his retirement, Dr. Atwood
touk up scuba diving and bocare a
master diver In 1987 wnd the next
year, at age 68, & PAD] divernasicr.

More than most sctentists of his
generation, he was considered »
polymath by his eolleagues who re-
garded him aa one of the fow 20Lh-
ventury sclentista able to invent the
mathcmatics needed to solve com.
plox problemy. He war sble to dis-
courae on subjects that ranged from
the theory of relativity o the origin
of life.

His long study of the naturs
world had lolt him with an unacnt.
mental, albelt affectionate, view of
the creatures of this earh. He was
an athelst and a skeptic, He was a
horticulturalint, an 8xpert on snakes,
s jazz drymmer, and a skilled sailor.

Dr. Atwond leaver his wile, Bar-
bara F. (Lnew); two daughtcrs, Bar-
bars J. Atwoud-Fukuds of River.
dalc, N.Y., and Janc Evelyn Alwood
of Paris, France; two gong, Kimball
Chase 4th of Newton Centre, and
Nathanle! Bradbury of Anchorage;
three brothers, Johm of West Red-
ding, Cony., Charles of Brodenton,
Fla., snd Frederick of lalip, N.Y,
and two grandsons.

There will be no funeral servica.
Buria) wil be privata.
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